Netilmicin in the treatment of neonates with moderate and severe infections.
Thirty neonates and infants have been treated for verified or suspected infections with a combination of netilmicin and ampicillin intravenously for 7 days. The infecting organisms were isolated in 18 patients, of whom 2 had osteomyelitis and 2 had pneumonia. In 3 cases of pneumonia and 9 cases of suspected septicaemia bacteriological cultures were negative. None of the children died, and in all but the 2 cases of osteomyelitis, therapy led to complete resolution of the signs of infection and recovery without sequelae. No adverse reactions to antibiotic therapy were recorded. Upon follow-up examinations at the age of 3 months there has been no sign of auditory impairment as assessed by Brain Stem Evoked Response. Netilmicin is thus tolerated well in neonates and infants, and when guided by serum concentrations considered to be a safe and reliable aminoglycoside.